














































24

THE MORRIS FEDERATION AGM 
AND  

BUTTERCROSS BELLES DAY OF DANCE 
OTLEY  

29th SEPTEMBER 2012 
 

The Buttercross Belles extend a very warm invitation to all members of The 
Morris Federation to join us in a Day of Dance on Saturday 29th September 
in our home town of Otley in West Yorkshire, to be followed by The Morris 
Federation AGM. 

 
All the dance spots are situated in the town itself and all are within walking 
distance of each other. All our dance spots are tried and tested and are 
within easy reach of Otley’s celebrated real ale pubs. For those wanting 
something less than a pint Otley has numerous tea rooms, even the pubs 
will serve tea! 
 
After a day’s dancing the AGM will be held in Otley Courthouse. A fantastic 
community centre housed in the former law court. Following the AGM the 
Courthouse will be the venue for a Ceildh, with Northern Comfort. A chance  
to celebrate the day, relax and enjoy each others company.  
 
A booking form is enclosed. If you would like to join us please complete and 
return before the 6th July. Places at the Ceilidh are strictly limited and will be 
on a first come first served basis. 
 
We hope you can join us! 
 
The Buttercross Belles 

 
 
We are grateful to Otley Town Council for providing a Grant to support this event 
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HIDDEN CACHE IN SHREWSBURY 
Shrewsbury Morris, as part of their ongoing 
and positive recruiting campaign have placed 
a geocache in their home town to raise 
awareness of their presence and activities. This 
will eventually form a series of caches around 
Shrewsbury all named after popular Shrewsbury 
Morris dances. The first is called Dobson’s 
Bridge and has already been found by other 
geocachers. Inside Dobson’s Bridge is a Travel 
Bug (which looks like an army dog tag) which 
has morris bells attached to it. Once found the 
“bug” will be moved by geocachers around the 
UK to other caches and could be in circulation 
for months or years. In order to raise general 
public awareness of Morris Dancing country-
wide we have asked that it should be placed in 
caches in cities, towns and villages where there 
are Morris sides of any description. Finders will 
therefore have to do a little research and it might 
assist other UK sides to acquire new members.
 
All activity will be logged on our www.geocaching.
comwebsite page and we will post the information 
on our Shrewsbury Morris Facebook page and 
Twitter account.

Geocaching is an outdoor sporting activity in 
which the participants use a Global Positioning 
System (GPS) receiver or mobile device[2] and 
other navigational techniques to hide and seek 
containers, called “geocaches” or “caches”, 
anywhere in the world. A typical cache is a small 
waterproof container containing a logbook where 
the geocacher enters the date they found it and 
signs it with their established code name. Larger 
containers such as plastic storage containers 
(Tupperware or similar) or ammunition box can also 
contain items for trading, usually toys or trinkets 
of little value. Geocaching is often described as 
a “game of high-tech hide and seek”, sharing 
many aspects with benchmarking, trig-pointing, 
orienteering, treasure-hunting, letterboxing, and 
way-marking. Geocaches are currently placed 
in over 100 countries around the world and on 
all seven continents, includingAntarctica.[3] After 
almost 12 years of activity there are over 1,639,000 
active geocaches published on various websites. 
There are over 5 million geocachers worldwide.

Graydon Radford   
Shrewsbury Bull and Pump Morris Men.

PROPOSED PLAN FOR THE 
DAY OF DANCE & AGM

9.00 - !0.00am 
Registration—Otley Courthouse
Complimentary refreshments
Informal dancing outside Otley 
Courthouse
10:00 - 3:30pm
Dancing in Otley  All sides will be 
accompanied throughout the day
by a Belle. There wil be a lunch 
break/
3:30pm onwards 
Informal dancing outside Otley 
Courthouse
4:00 - 5:00pm 
AGM Otley Courthouse
7:30 - 11:00pm 
Ceilidh at Otley Courthouse with 
Northern Comfort
Sides will need to arrange their 
own transport to and from Otley. 
Otley is about 12 miles from 
Leeds and only about 5 miles from 
Leeds-Bradford airport with good 
bus links Limited accommodation 
is available in Otley. On the 
outskirts of the town are numerous 
hotels and guest houses  from 
five star downwards. Caravan & 
camp sites in the area.
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BELTANE CD. No. 2
For a side that show a great deal of creativity  in 
their dances I’m surprised that Beltane Border 
didn’t come up with a more imaginative title 
for their second album. The cover, however, is 
certainly striking. The CD is good value at £5

Beltane, from South Devon, don’t have a star-
studded line-up of musicians and singers and 
their history goes back only a few years rather 
than the decades of Chelmsford.  Nevertheless, 
their CD still demonstrates a wealth of talent, and 
also has a good balance between instrumental 
tracks and songs.

Their music, fiddle-led (not a melodeon in 
evidence!) with percussion, is distinctive, with 
a  penchant for minor key & modal tunes. It 
superbly complements their style of dance, which 
has similarities to the Shropshire Bedlams, only 
darker & more brooding. 

Some of the songs have a contemporary feel 
to them, though like their dances there are 
traditional offerings such as My Son John and 
Jackie Tar. Outstanding tracks for me were 
Who Knows Where The Time Goes and In My 
Time of Dying. One oddity - after the last piece 
(Brimfield) we have a young girl singing nursery 
rhymes and a half-completed shanty. Did they 
mean to leave the microphone on?

Colin Andrews

REVIEWS 
What a wealth of talent can be  nurtured within a 
Morris side.  Think of all their dedicated musicians 
and the singers that provide the backbone for 
apres-morris sessions in the pub. Not surprisingly, 
a number of sides have produced a CD or two  to 
capture the atmosphere of these sessions or as 
a showcase for their star performers - in some 
cases, nationally known artists in their own right.

A RIGHT OLD SONG AND DANCE  CM001
is a CD which celebrates forty years of Chelmsford 
Morris featuring the many singers and musicians 
who have been involved with them over this 
period of time.  The front cover almost reads like 
a guest list for a folk festival - Mary Humphreys 
& Anahata,  Issy & David Emeny & Kate Riaz, 
Capercaillee Band, Colin Cater, Mick & Sarah 
Graves to name but a few.

It’s quite rare that I come across an album without 
at least one naff track but I can honestly say that 
I enjoyed every offering  on this CD. It has a well-
balanced selection of songs and tunes (several 
of which were unfamiliar to me but are now on 
my must-learn list) and songs. Of the former, 
the rendition of Eric Bogle’s The Band Played 
Waltzing Matilda by occasional dancer Moose is 
superb. It’s one of the most powerful and moving 
anti-war songs ever.  Bob Sawyer’s singing of 
Cock Robin - rarely heard in a folk song session 
- brought back childhood memories of an exhibit 
in a museum in Bramber, Sussex.  Capstan 
Full Strength are a shanty crew which includes 
several long-serving Chelmsford members and 
they contribute a modern song, Dust and Coal, 
about the men in the engine room.

There is plenty of variety in the selection of tunes, 
from morris standards like Idbury Hill and Step & 
Fetch Her, through Playford style All In A Garden 
Green and (Chain) Cotillion to some delightful 
polkas and jigs too numerous to mention by 
name. All played by a fine array of first class 
musicians.

I have no hesitation in  recommending  this 
album.

Colin Andrews

See www.chelmsfordmorris.co.uk for details.
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